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Yes, |l am an idler now, althourh
I have been a busy man in my time

and known evough of both care and

trouble. It I am onily an idler
throuch foree of circumstances. 1 do
not like the condition, in spite ot cer-

tain advantaces which it cives me
ver my icllowmen, more cospecially
in its ample opportanity for reflection
11 x{ilic\'i observation of men and af-
fair=. [ am tired of idling and of
Keeping my own thounghts all to my-
<elf, and wias only too delichted when
the H!lftli'?llllil_\' wus offered me of
writing a literary column oeceasion-
ally for the Saturday ADVERTISER
I'o take the pen in hand again brings
back the .f;:._\'-s of “Auld Lane ."“.\'Ut‘..l
Yet there is @ certain moelancholy
that comes with the pleasur Mhose
words Auid Lang Svne,”” sung so
cally at after supper parting= by the
voung, amnd by those who are in the
prime of life, are full eof pathos io
men of my age, Reminiseence can
hardly be other than a breeder of
melancholy to those who are keen of
feeling, and who have any insight in-
to the “might have beens' of their
own and others’ lives. How much
we have missed ! how mueh happi-
ness we have thrown away through
selt-will and for perverse fauncies ; all
this comes hack to us at the sound of
the words “Auld Lang Syne.”” We
look back on youth and middle age
and find that the lines of some poet,
whose name [ ecannot recall, express
just the truth about many a thing in
the past record of our lives.

“Life and the world and mine own

seif are chanoed.

For a dream’s sake.”

Yes, for what foolishh faneies, of

love, or ambition, or of vanity. has
not each one of us let his destiny
be changed 2 And yet, what would
we not give to have it all over again,
We would be content to #o through
the whole thing once more, and re-
peat all the mistakes of our lives,

conld we but have back acain the

enthusiasm and the aspirations of

vouth, and ail its keen capacity for
enjovment. At least it is =o with an
old bachelor like myself, who has no
crandehildren to torment him out of
Ivi= de n[-ntw?vlu'_\' when the fit is Lpon
hiim. Having no present ol f::rni]_\.‘
relationships  whichi., though they
are indeed prolitic of trouble, always
bring immeasurable jovs in their
train, I live in the past, and as the
vision of old times flit before sy
memorv [ am ever ready o exelaim
‘Cualquiera tiempo pasiado

Fue IIIHIin;

[:.;'__‘ d1onu ;-_“li i!’]:!’l!"!}'i't:'lfl have

been much ]i].‘ll‘r'-i for thelr = 1P pose o
moral effect upon the individual who
indulees in them. For my part I do
not wive them any such credit. He

i~ the best man, as well as the hap-

piest, who lives mos=t in the present,
who views the future with caution
and withont duay dreams or enthusi-
asm, and to whom the past is a thing
folded up and done with., Ifa man is

to learn any lessons from the life he

snenidds, they COLLe Ly him
half-unconsciously 0= tliges runs
alone. Thev are not the fruits ol

remminiscence, or of reflective criti-
ism of aflairs gone by, I any
one should fancy he finds a lesson for
his future welfare a< he ruminates on
his past life, he may be sure that cir-
cumstances, as he cncountered and
passed through them, taught him that
lesson and enerained it into his being
If not he would never see anything in

the event= of davs gone by, but Jusli

wihat | =it < they el I‘:i".h'_; A
1l =0 I think T..--}'.IT--!'.[.'IH-]-'-l-
y viio '. THAY Vil ]u']i"!'\'t'

th:at he lind= lessons for hims=elf and

the world while dissecting his own
nast life i< but a humbug, whether he
know it or not leceiving, or self-de-
ceived, The healthier a man is in

mind and body, the more 1mportant

he finds the present the motre i::t]']ll-
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ness he takes out of it the less he

caregfor theunknown possibilities that

lie bevond the veil that hides the fu-
ture, the less store he sets upon the
the thought of the davs gone by, S0
when I get into the melancholy mood
in which 1 began this first chapter of
my gossip with the readers of the
ADVERTISER. | take something that
will act upon my liver. The morbid
fit of introspection yields to such a
remedy . the halo of melancholy that
surrounds the “auld lang syne.” fades
away like the pale moonlight before
the “‘crimson shafts of dawn:” the
prese¢nl Decomes nteresting  once
more: and | wm mysell again—in
which guise I hope to present myself
to my readers when next [ make mv
LHow to them. SENEX
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